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Ms. Mac’s Math  
Discussion Forum Guidelines 

                                   

 
Directions for earning the highest possible points on the Math Discussion Forum assignments: 

1) POST your first response to the Discussion forum by the FIRST Discussion deadline (usually on 
Wednesday). 
 

2) READ your teacher’s and classmates’ posts before the final deadline (usually on Sunday), and use 
what you learn to correct your own post(s). You may discover that another person’s post makes you 
reconsider your response. If so, you should go back and correct your post, regardless of whether or not 
your classmates have specifically commented on your work.  
Please note: If your final response contains obvious errors that were pointed out by your classmates’ 
posts but have not yet been corrected, then your teacher will know that you are not reading your 
classmates’ posts, and you will lose points. 
 

3) REPLY to at least TWO of your classmates’ posts by the final deadline (usually on Sunday). To earn 
full credit, your responses should be original, insightful, mathematically accurate, and should help 
stimulate the group conversation. 
 

• If your classmates post comments on how to fix your answer or why they think you made an 
error, then you must respond to them by either: 

o correcting the error and reposting your answer, OR 
o  if you think your classmates are mistaken and believe your answer is correct as posted, 

then post a clear explanation as to why they are mistaken about the potential error. 
 

• If your teacher asks you to fix something in your answer or to clarify something you’ve said in 
your post, you must either fix the problem and reply to your teacher OR reply to your teacher to 
clarify what you said. 

 

• Your replies should each include significant math content that demonstrates active 
mathematical thinking. For example, instead of saying “Your comment really helped me,” say 
“Your comment really helped me remember to simplify my answer by combining like terms.” 

 
4) GRADES: A grading rubric accompanies each Discussion prompt. In general, each post is worth 3 

points and each set of replies is worth 3 points. Some modules may have two or more Discussion 
prompts.  To earn the maximum number of points: 
 

• Posts must be submitted by the stated deadline (usually Wednesday) and must be complete, 
correct, and clearly explained using significant math detail and/or justification. If you made 
corrections to your original post, the answer in your final post is the one that will be counted for 
a grade. 

• Replies (comment to other students) must be submitted by the stated deadline (usually 
Sunday) and must include significant math detail and/or justification.  

 

Adapted from: http://www.cwladis.com/math100/HowToWriteAGoodDiscussionPost.php , Dr. Claire Wladis, 
Mathematics Department, City University of New York.  
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